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Challenge ONE: Climate change is 
impacting water availability

Spatial distribution of droughts, 2001-2018

Source: UNESCO WWAP, 2020



Challenge TWO: Biodiversity is 
declining with unprecedented speed

.

…and with them ecosystem 
functions that are critical for 
water systems (and vice versa!)

• More species are threatened 
with extinction now than at 
any other time in human 
history

• Freshwater populations 
globally declined by 84% on 
average. 

• 1 in 3 freshwater species are 
threatened with extinction

Source: IPBES, 2019



Challenge THREE: We are not on track 
with the SDG targets related to WASH

Progress towards universal basic drinking water services 
(2000–2015) among countries where at least 5 per cent of the 
population did not have basic services in 2015

Global population using at 
least a basic drinking 
water service increased 
from 81% to 89%, 
between 2000-2015

But…

only 1 in 5 countries with 
less than 95% coverage of 
basic service is on track 
to achieve universal basic 
water services by 2030.

Source: UN SDG 6 Synthesis Report (2018)



Funding Measure GRoW
„Water as a Global Resource“ 

Topics
v Water governance
v Global water resources
v Global water demand

Goals 
ü Providing tools to support implementing SDG 6
ü Combining global perspectives with local solutions  
ü Ensuring transferability of results and concepts 

12 cooperation projects; 29 Mio €;
90 German partner institutions
88 associated international partners
40 case studies 



GLOBAL

LOCAL

Climate models
Hydrological Models
Remote Sensing
Water Trade Analysis

Reservoir operation
Precision irrigation
Improved production
Water Stewardship
Regulations

United Nations
International Organisations
National governments
Global players

Water utilities
Municipalities
Enterprises / Farms
Customers

SDG-Progress 
monitoring
Dissemination of 
best practices

Quality and quantity 
monitoring
Water technology
Impact assessment 
and water footprint 

Methods Applications Actors

Combining global perspectives with 
local solutions



GRoW designed to bridge the science-
policy-practice gap
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GRoWnet – Facilitating synthesis of 
overarching insights and recommendations
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Stay tuned!

Policy	briefs		and	
recommendations

www.bmbf-grow.de/en

Publications

Synthesis	reports

Project	news	and	
results

Project	
presentations



Thank you and enjoy the conference!


