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Why is efficiency not enough?
Water availability after agricultural use

Flood irrigation

Drip irrigation

Expanded drip irrigation 

Water „saved“ by
increased efficiency is
often (over-)compensated
by extended production
or higher value and more
water intensive products.

Rebound effect/ 
Jevons Paradox
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Context, catchment, collective action

Local water risks Contextualize 
solutions!

Catchments, not 
sites

Think outside the 
fence line!

Common good Balance 
interests!

Shared water 
challenges Act collectively!



From water management to water stewardship
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e.g. water use efficiency

e.g. restoration of riparian areas 

e.g. water risk assessment

e.g. water footprinting

e.g. advocacy for fairer allocation
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Science based Targets
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together possible.


