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First	Product:	GroW Position	Paper
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• GRoW position	paper	on	SDG	6:
„Strengthening	the	evidence	
base	for	the	SDG	process“

• Presented	at	the	HLPF	on	SDGs	in	
New	York	in	July	2018

• Feedback	and	expressions	of	
interest	from	a	range	of	
international	stakeholders

• Key	challenges	identified



Working	Groups	on	Key	Challenges Identified

WG	1	“Indicators,	Data	&	Models”
(A.	Smetanova,	TU	Berlin)

• Some of the existing indicators for measuring progress on achieving SDG 6
do not sufficiently represent the outlined targets, are not conceptually
clear or measurable, or lack adequate data.

WG	2	“Conflicting	targets	and	synergies	between	different	SDG	goals”
(F.-A.	Weber,	FiW	e.	V.,	Aachen)

• Competing or even conflicting targets in different SDGs are not well
understood, and neither are scale- and region-dependent trade-offs and
synergies.
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Innovative indicators and monitoring 
concepts to support achieving SDG 6
in an integrated manner
Working Group within GRoW cross-cutting topic „UN-Sustainable Development Goals“ 

Anna Smetanova (TU Berlin), Annika Kramer (adelphi), Falk Schmidt (IASS Potsdam), 
Martina Flörke (Ruhr University Bochum), Evelyn Lukat (Osnabrück University),
Christoph Lorenz (KIT), Christian Knieper (Osnabrück University),
Tobias Landwehr (Osnabrück University)



WG	1	Indicators,	Data	&	Models
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• GRoW poliy brief

• SDG	6	monitoring	as	an	
opportunity	for	enhancing	
sustainable	water	management	
at	the	global	and	national	level

• Main	challenges:
– Disaggregation
– Interlinkages
– Environmental	data
– Governance
– Capacity



WG	1	Indicators,	Data	&	Models

1. Interlinked	model	and	data	chains	to	fill	
existing	monitoring	gaps	at	basin	level

2. Integrated	indicators	for	measuring	
progress	towards	interlinked	SDGs

3. Indicators	and	frameworks	for	assessing	
governance	systems	to	better	understand	
challenges	in	achieving	interlinked	SDGs

Approaches	developed	within	GRoW:	three	examples



WG	1	Indicators,	Data	&	Models

• make	use	of	innovative	approaches	to	fill	existing	data	gaps
(e.g.,	remote	sensing,	integrated	modelling,	stakeholder	knowledge)	

• combine	new	technologies	(e.g.,	remote	sensing)	and	monitoring	
approaches	(e.g.,	crowdsourced	monitoring)	to	simplify	data	acquisition	
on	multiple	levels	and	scales

• develop	indicators	in	assessing	SDG	interlinkages	

• include	assessments	of	governance	into	monitoring	efforts

• sound	cross-sectoral	monitoring	paves	the	way	for	better	coordination

Key	recommendations	for	policy	and	decision	makers:



New approaches towards assessing
trade-offs and synergies between
SDG 6 and other SDGs 
Working Group within GRoW cross-cutting topic „UN-Sustainable Development Goals“ 

Frank-Andreas Weber (FiW e.V.), Manuel Krauß (FiW e.V.), Martina Floerke (RUB), 
Kristina Wencki (IWW), Ulf Stein (Ecologic), Judith Stich (FiW e.V.),
Hanna Kramer (University of Stuttgart), Janine Möller (FiW e.V.),
Nadine Gerner (EGLV), Hannah Kosow (University of Stuttgart)



WG	2	Conflicting	Targets	and	Synergies	

Discuss	a	new	assessment	procedure	by	which	decision	
makers	can	evaluate	the	effects	of	key	projects	/	policy	
strategies	on	achieving	UN-SDG	targets	including	indirect	
trade-offs	and	synergies.
• Holistic	approach	by	looking	on	all	17	goals	and	169	targets
• Participatory	involvement	of	stakeholders

to	 include	local	knowledge	to	minimize
trade-offs	and	size	synergies

• Be	quantitatively	as	far	as	possible
• Handle	data	gaps
• Working	across	different	scales



WG	2	Conflicting	Targets	and	Synergies	
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Proposed	assessment	procedure



WG	2	Conflicting	Targets	and	Synergies	

• Participation	of	relevant	
stakeholders	early	on	minimizing	
trade-offs	and	sizing	synergies

• Event	on	Stockholm	World	Water	
Week,	25	August	2019

• Paper	to	be	submitted

• KfW Climate	Adaptation
Support	to	Sector	Information	
“Water	and	Sanitation”
contracted	to	FiW	e.	V.	
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